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Governor Snyder’s Message, 
TO. THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. _ 


Delivered at Harrisburg, December 3d, 1812. 
Fellow-citizens of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, 

When T had last the ‘honor to address the repre- 
sentatives of the people of Pennsylvania, the nation 
was yet resting on the lap of peace, but it was anti- 
cipated thatthe accumulating wrongs and manifold 
injuries inflicted and inflicting on the persons and 
property of our citizens, would compel congress to 
deélare war—warhas been declured. The sword of 
the nution, which, for thirty years had been rusting 
in its scabbard, has been drawn to maintain that in- 
dependence which it had gloriously atchieved. In 
the war of the revolution our fathers went forth as 
it were “with a sling and with a stone and smote” 
their enemy. Sinéc that period our country has been 
abundantly blessed and its resourc.s greatly multi- 
plied. Mallions ofher sons have grown to manhood 
and inheriting the princ.ples of their fathers are de- 
termined to preserve the precious heritage, which 
was purchased by their blood and won by their va- 
lor. The Icgislature of Pennsylvania have for many 
years, session after session, approved of the measures 
of the general government, and declared that they 
and their constituents, would zealously support all 
its determinations which promised relief from the 
intolerable and colonial yoke which the government 
of Great Britain was imposing. These dctermina- 
tions are now to be tested. The day of fruitless ne- 
gociation and unavailing resolves has passed away, 
and we are called wpon to assume “an armor and an 
attitude” becoming the day of battle and of trial; « 
day in which I proudly trust, the people and consti- 
tuted authorities of Pennsylvania will swiftly run the 
race of patriotic emulation with their fellow-citizens 
and the constituted authorities of our sister states. 

One of the first consequences of the war was a call 
from the government of the United States on the go- 
vernment of Pennsylvania, for 4000 militia to go into 
actual service as a partofher quota for the genera] 
defence ; they were promptly ordered out, and the 
orders were obcyed with an alacrity and pleasure, 
which proves that though the spirit of independence 
may have slept, yet its vital principle is as vigorous 
as ever. The organizing, officering, arming and pro- 
viding, for the two brigades thus called into actual 
service was effected with as much celerity and com- 
picteness as our militia fund and systeia would per- 
mit. 

Some of the difficulties which oecurred in the dis- 
charge of the executive’s duties shall be stated, that 
legislative wisdom may provide remedies. The sc.t- 
tered, and in many instances unknown, places where 


there are public arms, and the wretched rust-eaten| 


condition in which they are too often found, make it a| 
work of time, labor and expense, to collect them to- 


the patriotic militia that rendezvoused at Meadville, 
not only volunteered their personal services, but fur- 
nished ‘their own arms and casipments. Those of 
the second detachment ordered to rendezvous at 
Pittsburg, who could not: supply themselves, were 
rurnished out of « deposit of 750 muskets and a quan- 
tity of czrtridge boxes made by my order m antici- 
pation of large deficiencies. 

To overcome these difficulties, it was necessary 
that expenses should be incurred ; and the providing 


embarrassing. The 34th section of the militia law 
expressly pledges the militia fund for the purpose 
“ot equipping and furnishing the militia-with arms 
and every other necessary apparatus for the defence 
and security of the state,” but no mode is provided, 
by which the money is to be drawn out of the trea- 
sury, except for the payment of accounts settled, 
Presuming that where the law imperatively enjoins 
duties, it provides also for their execution, the ob- 
vious deduction was, that if the fund pledged for 
special purposes could not be drawn ont of the 'trea- 
sury to meet those very purposes by any positive 
provision of the letter of the statute, that it must be 
done und justified by irresistable presumptive infe- 
rence from its spirit. It has been so drawn and’ ap- 
propriated to the purposes for which, by law it is 
pledged. A contrary construction and conduct would 
have rendered the law a dead letter and defeated the 
very purpose for which itis enacted. The necessi- 
ty of providing by law for the appointment of pro- 
per officers to make contracts for arms, ammunition, 
provision and camp equipage for the militia, is as 
obvious as that money (the very sinew of war) must 
be advanced for such objects. ‘The present law 
makes no provision for the appointment of paymas- 
ters for detachinents ordered out for the defence of 
the state, nor does it directly provide for paying the 
troops; nor can money be advanced to brigade in- 
spectors to defray expenses incurred by those offi- 
cers in marching detachments to 2 rendezvous under 
requisition of the general government. It does in- 
deed provide for the appointment of a quarter master 
general, an officer of importance at all times, but 
more especially in time of war; to this’ office howe- 
ver, no salary is yet attached. In some instances, re- 
giments and companies have neglected to choose 
officers, in such case the law provides no mode 
whereby classes can be called into service.. 


The public ordnance, a valuable property remain- 
ing’ in Philadelphia, is exposed to great injury by rea- 
son of the dampness of the floor whereon it stands, 
and itis in danger also from fire, because the build- 
ing, called an arsenal, is of wood, and, is surrounded 
with workshops and stables eonstructed of that ma- 
terial. deal 

Permit me to suggest whether it would not be 
just and reasonable, that those of our militia, that 
are in indigent circumstances, and who may be eull- 
ed into actual service, should be furnished with 











gcther and have them put in such repair: as they 


Ought to be, previous’ to their being ‘put into: the 
hands of our militia. 


blankets and suitable clothing at the public expense, 


The want of eartouch box: ».'or that some additional pay be made in advange to 


flints and many other indispensable military equip-jenable them to furnish themselves ; mahy, very ma- 
ments and stores has been. sensibly felt, and would|ny, may be called to Jeopurdi2c their lives, and leave 


huve been still more’se liad not a 


Vou. IIL 


large portion of|destitute helpless families, who have no stake in the 


atin =e ? 
a a 


for those expenses was in itself a difficulty not a little ~ 
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contest “other than their pefsonal liberty, whilst, jngs, €ven national pride, and‘our rich reward shall 
many of the wealthy ind affluent are excmpt from be the consciousness of having promoted the best 
personal service. : ' finterests:of our country. Sil 
Wonid it not be advisable, fellow citizens, that] If the liberal system of Jate years pursued. shall 
meyts be taken to ascertain all the military. prope: -'continue to govern ‘the destenies of Pennsylvania, 
tw of the. state—where it. is. deposited—in. whose ishe will not only mantain her present cicvated sta- 
care—=and im what condition—that it be put andjtion as an agricultural state, but she must soon take 
kept in. good. order, and if the legisliture think pro-|a prominent rank amongst manufacturing and conj- 
per, be deposited in central situations within divi-|mercial nations. Her geographical position—her lo- 
sion, brigade, or regimental bounds. The situation |cal station relative to the other state: —her abundant 
of our country, independent of the defects and diffi-|productions of articles of the first necessity, spring- 
culties experjenced will imperiously impress the le-|ing froni a fertile soil populated by near a million of 
@islatare with the necessity of a general and carcful| inhabitants, as remarkable for industry and enter- 
revision of our whole militia system, and induce the | prise as for their frugality and morai deporiment— 
adoption of such measuures as Will make our oncjall combine to secure her future wealth and great- 
hwrived thousand militia respectable and formida-|ness under a republican government. Recent proofs 
bie not in round numbers on paper, but in fighting jof liberality and sound soley ure found in the appro» 
the battles of our country. priation of a portion of the public treasure in aid of 
Besides the call from the government of the Unit-}individual wealth and enterprize, towards making 
ed. States, 1 was officially informed that a general extensive turnpike roads and the erection of four 
alarm prevailed in the town and vicinity of Enrie, bridges over the river Susquehanna. All those public 
in consequence of the appearance ofa British and In-/ works tend to bring nearer and more imimately con- 
dian foree on the.lake opposite to that place. Incon-|nect the more distant parts of the commonwealt!. 
sequence of this information I issued orders under/The bridge over the north east branch of the Sus- 
date of the 15th of July last, that a portion of the}quchanna has been prosecuted with so much zeal and 
16th division of Pennsylvania militia, should be or-/effect as toensure its completion in the course of 
ganizedunder general Kelso for the protection ofjcighteen months. 
the frontier. That country being in want of arms and| Having im former communications expressed my 
munitions of war, } sent five brass field pieces, five opinion on the subjéct of internal navigation, I deem 
hundred and four muskets, gun powder, flints and|it unnecessary to add more, than that I continue to 
lead, and ardered the purchase of more, and of such |be impressed with the importance of that: kind of 
other arlucles as »\igh* be essential to the service, di-|public improvement, and that it will give me parti- 
rec: ng the quarter-inaster-gencral FF tlson Siaith, who jcular satisfxction to concur with the legislature in 
las patriotically accepted the office without emolu-|/doing something towxrd its promotion. 
ment,, to provide for the safe Keeping of all military! Many have been the essays of your predecessors to 
property which might come tinder his notice. These |carry into complete effect the constitutional injunc- 
measures Lam happy to add, prevented the British | tion of providing “by lew for the establishment of 
or their savage allies from pollutmg our soil with|schools throughout the state, in such manner that 
hostile feet. the poor may be taught gratis.” Let not their fril- 
As soon as_report has been made by the adjutant-jure discournge but rather prompt to extraordinary 
general and quaricr-master-general and other requi-|exertion to surmount the difficuity. On the want of 
site materials are obtained, a statement of cxpenses|a general diffusion of knowledge, the ambitious 
incurred in dcfence of the state, and the proceedings |/found their hopes of snecess in overthrowimg our in- 
hadin comphance with the requisitions of the con-/valuable political institutions, and on theirruins to 
stituted autherities, of the United States, together{/erect the throne of despotism. But & generally en- 
with copies of those requisitions, will by special mes-|lightened and well informed people, once free, ean- 
sage be lad before you. . not be enslaved ; in proportion thercforeas we value 
Before L.quit the subject of the militia I would /liberty, let our efforts be to diffuse knowledge as the 
suggest to the legislature, whether provision ought {most certain pledge of its security. 
not to be made to enable the militia and volunteers} ‘To andther subject not less important to our real 
of Pennsyivania, who may be on the day of a general/and practical independenee. I mean home manufie- 
election in actual service, to vote im cxmp for the; tures, your attention will naturally be drawn. © Far 
respective civil officers for whom they wouid seve- | be it from me, to express sentiments of hostility to 
rally be entitled to vote, if they were at honie «t their] 2 legitimate commerce, but it must bé acknowledg- 
usikel places of residence. There isa hardship. if}ed, that the embarvassmcnts under which the general 
NOt «ii jujustuce in distranchising, for a certain time, } government hes for many years labored, has princi- 
a citizen for no other reason than that he is in the |pally, if not exclusively, originated in circumstances 
sery.ce of his country. A republican legislature will’ connected with commercial transactions. Though 
cheerfully do what justice and patriotism reqnire. Lin itself adinirably calculated to promote the inte- 
Having submitted the several consideratiois whieh frest, comfortand. improvement of nations,and though 
have presented themselves to my tuind as involving! from it much might be derived to us and much from 
the iigitts and imterests of our constituents, I hope jts to forcign nations, if not interrupted by the un- 
to be permitted te express the satisfxetion I shall] just monoepolising spirit of govermmnents fceling pow- 
feel in coinciding in every meastire of the jevislature!er, and forgetting right ; vet I may be permiticd to 
of Pennsylvania tending to strengthen and makelsav, that commerciel speculations “Have been esti- 
strong the arm of the general government so that it muted at too high a value, and sy mptoms have up- 
may iull heavy, even with the heaviness of death, up-}pexred in some, evincive of a disposition to barter 
on the encmies of our country. Todo this efieetually,|the liberties and independence of their country for 
to accomplish all the objects of the war, but one gold. Avarier, a passion capable of destroving eve- 
thing is needful, that union of opinion, which would !rv noble emotion of ti: soul; though it cannot be 
concentrate all the energies of the nation and direct‘ adicatéd, 2 wise legislature may direct its force 
them against the enemy. This is the runpart agaitisi|io objects bencficial to society: And as foretgn com- 
which our enemies might forever beat m vain. Belmerce, by the existing war, is M a great measure 
itthen, my fellow citizens, our endeayor te foster |interdieted, a favorable opportunity occurs té foster 
this union of stitfingnt, fo clerish Americun fecl-!and encourage the establishment of our own manu- 
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factures, which while-they enrich the individual; quent, his executors or administrators,. form hearmgy 


will promote the general interest and secure the real 
independence of our country, © 8 

A public treasary shewing on the 1st day of No- 
vember last, anunexpended balance of $198,709,72; 
after having paid the ordinary as well as: extraordi- 
nary expenses of the government sincé the ‘Ist day 
of Dec. 1811, presents the’ mean through whieh may 
be attained every thing calculated to promote the:se- 
curity, happiness and best’ interests of our constita- 
ents. That our funds are adequate to any probable 
future expenses of the sovernnient, an exhibition to 
the legisliture of the financial accotnts, will shew. 
Those items m’the account growing out of, or is any 
way connected witly the ‘war, will it is believed, fur- 
nish ah item of charge against the United States, for 
it is fairly to bé presumed, that Pennsylvania, ever 
zealous in support of the nation’s rights, will not be 
burthened with more of those expenses than her just 
proportion. | 

The laws for the sale of unseated lands for taxes, 
ought to beso amendéd as’ that the commissioner's 
or some other county officer, may purchase for the 
use of the proper: county, every such ‘tract of land 
oifered for sale as shall not have bidden for#t a sur 
equal to the taxes and cost due, reserving to the 
owner as whose estate it was sold, the right of re- 
demption fora given period. The salutary results 
from the exteiision of the powers of’ justices of the 
peace, fur the recevery of debis and damages, war- 
rant the opinion that under proper regulations, the 
powers of those officers might be, safely extended. 
Horse racing and its attendant gambling are growing 
evils—the penalty consequent to the latter vice is too 
trifling to deter: 'the former practice in the opmion 
of many can only be prevented’ by the ‘forfeiture of 
the animal designated for this cruel sport. 

A very considerable portion of the time of the last 
legislature having ‘been occupied in the discussion 
of applications. for ‘the establishment of new banks, 
as those applications are likely to be renewed, I have 
thought it my duty to ascertain and submit to you a 
few facts, which havea direct bearing. on this inte- 
resting subject: Since the adjournment of - the le- 
gislature, the incorporated iaalles of the city of Phi- 
Jadelphia have subscribed a million of dollars to the 
United States loan. The whole amount of the sub- 
scription in the city of Philadelphia has been two 
miflions three hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
three hundred dollars: an evidence of no mean 
kind of wealth and’ patriotism, and of the abundant 


capital ofthe state. Besides the sums thus loaned, f 


the incorporated banks have taken a million of dol- 
lars of treasurv notes, which give less than bank in- 
terest. The branch bank in'this borough, has for 
months past had a sum of $100,000 unemployed. 
The bank commonly called the 6,000,000 bank, which 
was last spring incorporated by the state of New- 
York, has, lam assured, never been able to get half 
its capital subscribed, and certainly has not been 
able to go into operation. 

The remedy afforded the commonwealth by exist- 
ing laws for the recovery, from delinquent officers, 
of public inonies by them withheld, and of recover- 
ing from-delinquent contractors for making roads 
and for improving the navigation of rivers, monies 
by them received but never faithfully applied, is 
found to be almost totally inefficient. Few of the 
many suits, some of them commenced more than 10 
years since, have been terminated by a course of law ; 
the causes are too obvious to need specification. I 
will suggést that the interest of the commonwealth 
would be promoted by vesting the accounting officers 


jivestigat on and decision :—their décree ‘fram | its 
die to have'the effect ots lien, and-to bédinal une 
1 ss appraled from within a given time, ancb carried 
before a competent tribunal at the seat of govern 


bie time, and with modérate cxpenses;/*woyld ‘en- 
force the payment of the) monies thus'dhe. to, the 


considerzble sums: © > id OD TIER 
The constitutional provision whichatireetay that 
“right and justice shill be administered: without 
sale, denial or delav,” it must be admittedy isrens 
deved by the accused; in inany eases of personal 
wrong, inoperative. ‘The offender baund: with surety 
for his appearance defiult-—the consequence iis a 
forfeiture of recognizance. ‘Uf exaetedy: the! come 
monwealth is benefited by resuits growing ouf of @ 
violation’ of her laws, but the party teally imjpured 
retires totally disappointed, and the judicin) officer 
and witnesses arc deprived of their lawful-dues.— 
Justice and equity would seem to require that pow- 
er should be vested in the executive, on the teeom- 
mendation of the proper trtpunal,’ to order in such 
cases of hardship, that'a portion or the whole of the 
money forfeited be applicd in remunerating the ine 
jured party, and for the payment of costs. hie 
A copy of the resolution of the legislature’ of 
March last, requesting the attorney-genetal to con» 
solidate the penal laws into one act, was transmitted | 
to that officer on the Pith April last—his report, 
when received, will be immediately laid before yout. 
Other duties incumbent on the executive, I trust, 
have been punctually performed: ee she 
Although “it has pleased the ruler of ‘the une 
verse in the course of his wise providence ‘to visit us 
with the calamities of war,” it becomes us, with 
sentiments of uifeigned gratitude to-acknowledge 
his goodness, forhe has mingled with his: chastise- 
ments very many blessings. Our cities, farms, vil- 


health ; the labor ofthe husbandman has beer croWn- 
ed with abundance; the success of our merchants 
hus exceeded ‘our reasonable expectations; may 
these dispensations lead us to a reformation of our 
morals as anation, and as individuals... (6 ¢09 

In the performance of every duty resultifig from 
the constitution and the laws, § promise a faithful 
co-operation. SIMON SNYDER. 

Harrisburg, 3d December, 1812. i year yd 








Import of British Goods, 
Documents referred to in the report of the committee 
ways. and means on the subject of date. smportations 
of British manufactures, . 
Taeascry Derartment, Noy..18, 1812. 
Sirn—I have the honor, jn compliince with the ré- 
quest of the committee of ways and means, to subinit 
the following statement of facts so far as they have 
come tomy knowlecre, in relation to the late impor- 
tutions of British m:#iufactures. 
By the act of the 2nd March, 1811, it was enactefl 
that certain provisions of the act “ to interdict the 
cominercial intercourse between the United. States 
and Great Britain and France and their dependen- 
cies, and for other purposes,” should (until the pre- 
sident’s proclamation authorised,! by the act, should 
have been issued) h ve fall foree and: be i is 
ately carried into effect against Great Britain, her 
colonies and dependencies. The provisions thus r 
enacted forbade, underpenalty of iting thevesse 









With powers to.compel the attendance Before them at 
ihe seat of government, any and every such delin- 


and cargo, te import into the United States, or te 
puton board any Vessel in a foreign port with intent 


ment. This or any other mode which! i arreasonas ~ 


state, would annually ceaecoeere perm te | | 


lages and country, have been blessed with general’ 
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thus to import any merchandize of Bri‘ish growth or 
manufagtare from whatever port imported, and any 
nierchahdize whatever froma British port. 5 | 
* “ftwas further enacted: by the sume act (of March 
9nd, PLT) that incase A(sreat Britain should so re- 
voke or modify her edicts.as that they should cease 
te viokite the neatral comnierce of the United States, 
the presdént of the United)States should declare the 
| fict by proclaination, that seach proclamation should 
be admitted us evidence, and that no other evidence 
shotild “be admitied of such revocation or modifice- 
tibn inariv suit or proseciition for the recovery of 
the fortéitures abovementioned ; and that the restric- 
tiéns Hbove stated should, from the date of such pro- 
€lamation, ceave: und be. discontinued. 

By the act of congress of the 18th June, 1812; war 
was declared between the United States and Great 
Britain oor 
'. On the 23d of the seme month, an order of coun- 
ci) was issued by the British government, purport- 
ing to be a rewcation of the edicts of that govern- 
ment which violated the neutral commerce of the 
United States, subject, however, to certain condi- 
tions specified im the said order. 

Inimediately after the promulgation of that order, 
British merchandize was laden on board the Ameri- 
enn vessels’ then in the harbors of Great Britain, 
with’ imtent to import the same into the United 
States. It has been stated, and itis believed, that 
by far the greater part of those shipments were made 
in conforniity: with previous orders from merchants 
in America to their correspondents in England, by 
which. these had been instructed. to muke sach 
shipments whenever a revocation of the former Bri- 
tith oflers in council should iakée plaec; it having 
‘been: presumed by the Ainerican merchants, that 
‘such w& revocxtion would, by virtue of. the g bove 
mentioned ‘act of congvess of.2nd Mareh, 181, pro- 
duce's discontinuance of the prebibitions to import 
- British mierchandize into the United States. 

? Onthe Sth day of July following, the wecount of 
Bhe dee biration of war having reached Kagland, a 
temporary embargo was laud on American vessels ; 
but on ‘the ‘ensumy dav, they were by order of coun- 
"eil permitted to continue to take cargoes. of British 
merchandize and to proceed to, the, Unite States, 
beihg for’ that purpose provided. witli licences. pro- 
tecting them, notwithstanding the existing hostili- 
ties, ngainst ‘capture by British cruizers. HH has 
been stated that the time-for obtaiting sich licences 
was, With respect to American vessels then in Eng- 
land, limited to the 15th of September last, and if 
that he corréet, all the vessels of that ‘description, 
_ (with the exception of some which having been cxp- 
tured by American cruizers, re-taken-by the British 
and sent into Halifax, have ‘not yet been rele.sed, 
and perhups of some which may have had very long 
vovages) may be presumed to have arrived in the 
United Siates. ' 

Jt appearing, that however reasonable the expec- 
tation of the discontinuance of the non-importation 
act nvigght have been, vet not ouly the act had made 
the president’s proclamation tie only evidence of the 
fact, but that the restrictions were'to cease, not from 
the date of the revocation of the orders in eouncil, 
but from the date of the proclamation ; that the act.to 


‘©. -putmerchandize on board « versel with intent to im- 


wt was forbidden by those restrictions, and that 
“the merchandize having been thus laden, either 
ely and betore a proclamat.er: could in point 
Meassued by the president, or . fier the know- 


et war) all the shipments weic, thereforc, made 
itravention of an existing provision; the 
instructed to seize and libel all such 


that effect for the reasons stated in his letter. 


eeption was made with respect to,vessels captured 
and sent in by Americxn privateers, because, 1f Ame- 
ncn property, their right to, make prizes was by 
law confined to enémy’s property, and whether Ame- 
rican\or enemy’s, the forfeiture tothe United States 
had been. incurred from the date of the shipment, 
und could not be superceded by a subsequent cap- 
ture. Instructions to prevent any interference in that 
respect by either public ‘or private armed vessels 
were also issued by the president ; such interference 
being considered wholly unnecessary, siuce the ves- 
sels from England were oftheir own accord coming 
into the ports of the United States. | It appears, hows 
ever, that:in some eases that the owners of priva- 
teers that have made captures of that description in- 
tend to contest the prior élaim to forfeiture of the 
United States, and that, m. those cases, the ques- 
tions must be decided by the courts, 

Previous to the time when those importations took 
place, it being understood that the judges of some 
of the district courts hadrestored to the claimants 
prohibited merchandize under ‘seizure, on thew giv; 
ing bond for the appraised value thereof, the district 
attormes were on the 15th day of May, 1812, instruct. 
ed by the comptroller to oppose every motion to 
It ap- 
pearing afterwards that the judges of some of the 
most commercial districts, had, notwithstanding’ 
that opposition on the part of the United States, con- 
tinued to order the restcration of British merchan- 
dize ; no appeal being practicable, sinee the orders 
were immediately executed, and the commercial in- 
terests of those disrricts where the restoration was 
refused being deeply affected by the want of unifor- 
mity. in the decisions, the comptroller did, on the 
5th day of October last, authorise the district attor- 
nics to withdraw their opposition in all cases of bona 
fide American property. Copies of his two citculars 
on that sabjeet are enclosed. All the prohibited mer- 
chandise restored to the claimants, has been so re- 
stored by order of the court witheut any interference, 
other than fovecd acqniescencé on the part of the 
executive officers of government. With respect to 
theanode of appraiscment, it appears that the wicr- 
chandize has.generally been valued at its prime cost, 
adding thereto only the amount of duties, for which 
separate bonds-have in most cases been taken. To 
this there are some exceptions, the valuation being; 
in Rhode Island below, and in Connecticut probably 
above the prime cost of the goods. ) 

From returns transmitted. by the collectors, some 
of which are in part on estimate, it appears that the 
prime cost of all the British merchand:ze_ imported, 
as above stated, subsequent to the Jledged revoca- 
tion of the British orders in council, amounts to 
about feur millions sterling, and that the bonds giv- 
cn for the value will fdl short of eightecn millions 
of dollars, exclusively of the bonds given for duties, 
and which may be estimated at five millions #f dol- 
lars. This. embraces ail the importstions already 
made and will not be materially mercased by vessels 
still on their way, unless it be truce, as -has been as- 
serted, that American vessels which had sailed. to 
the Baltic under certain British licences, wiil, on 
thear arvival in Bngland, be provided with new licen- 
ces for their. return to the United States with cargoes 
of British merehandize. Such importitions would 
form a class disiinct from those now under considera- 
tion. 

Of the importztions heretofore made, about three- 
eizhths in value’ were in vessels which sailed from 

‘neh:nd between the 23d of June and the Ist ef Au- 
gust lest, and the residuc. in. ves cls which sailed 
subsequent to. the month of July. The whole may be 





arranged under the follow ing heads, viz. 
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1. Merchandize m 
tation actof the 2 ‘of Murch, 1811, aid which had 
remained werchoused in England at the risk .of the 
Ameican owners, 

2. M:rchandizeé purchased subsequent to the act 
of the 2d of Marcli, 1811, and prior tothe 23d of June, 
1812, .zid whieh since its purchase had remained in 
the same manner in Kngland. é 

3. Merchandize shipped on American account and 
risk, in purstiance. of orders given prior to the 23d 
of June, 1812, but not, paid for till ufier the exccus 
tion of such orders,.und. on different terms of credit. 

4. Niu rchandize shipped. in pursuance of similar 
o dei's, bat consizned in the first instance to the or- 
der ot the American correspondents of the British 
merchants, to be delivered according to contingyn' 
instructions tothe real purchaser; which merehan- 
dize becomes American property, when thus deli- 
vered, but remains till then on British account and 


—_ 
Tise. 


count. ; 

There are no data from which, without further 
investigation, the amount of each class can be esti- 
mated, 

The advance on the prime cost at which the mer- 
chandise thus imported has been or can be sold is not 
precisely known, and will undoubtedly vary accord- 
ing to. the species of the goods. Ii has been asserted 
that in some sales the advance was sufficient to cover 
not only he prime cost, charges and du ‘ies, but «ven 
the whole of the amount of the bonds. That this 
may have actually taken place in some particular in- 
stances may Le truc; and itis probable that the im- 
porters would, so far as they could, cover in their 
sales, the estimated risk of being obliged to pay 
those bonds. Butso far as canbe judged from the 
current price of goods and from sales said to have 
taken place, the supposition that they have been or 
ean be generally made so us to coverthe whole amount 


puipobased prior to the non-impor-|. 


5. Merchandize shipped entirely on British ace | 


(ilcre follows the letter from the completes a 
the treasury, alluded te in the preceding, aid sutie 
cieny to be understood from it for general pure 
20SCS. st ok ek a rehevew t Pol? 
| . | Treascny DerarrMent, Nov. 23 ARTS, mary 
Sin—T hid already transmitted an answer to your 
tetter of the, 18th instant, when I had the lmnor to, 
receive that of the 20th, requesting, in «ddition to,, 
the statement of facts, such further and other yiews . 
of the subject of the l:te importations of British mar 
uufuctures as L might think proper, and particuliarly 
whether, in _my opinion, their importation Las nc 
been actually and materially advantageous to the go-. 
vernment, ’ i 
Having, nthe answer already transmitted, stated 
all the important facts within my knowledge, I can-, 
not present the subject in any new or other vicw 
than that exh bited by those facts. sing dali th 
The payment of five millions of dollars for duties 
on those importations had been stated, and is advab_ 
tugeous to government. Indirect aid muy also perhaps 
be derived from the increase of supplies and fem the 
return of American capital produced by thai event. 
But these advantages whatever they. may_ be, have 
been forced upon government, and cannot be urged 
as a service rendered by the importers, Had thy, 
advantages, been supposed sufficient to outwet h 
other political considcrations,the importations mghe 
have been, and still be, permitted and regulated by 
law. In the case of the Calcutta vessels, whose cate 
goes (for the landing of which in the United States, 
bond h-d been given in India) have by the act of Sth 
July last, been permitted to entry ; this Wis done on 
the express condition of the merchandise . being 
wareloused and remaining subject to the future dis- 
position of government: thus reserving the power 
to fix the terms on which those cargoes should be 
restored to the owners and their sale be permitted, 
In the case now under consideration, the persons who 
have imported contrary to law, do not seem entitled 


4 


of the bonds, is belicved to be greatly exaggerated.|to more advantages than would probably have been 


It is, however, an indisputable f.ct that the impor- 
tation falis generaily far short of the ordinary former 
annual importations from Great Britain, and of the 
actual demand for most species of the merchandize 
imported; and that the goods are accordingly gene- 
rally sold at an advance greater than the usual profits 
of importers. The difference constitutes an extra- 


imposed, had a previous permission been granted, 
Upon the whole, I continue in the opinion, sub- 
mitted with great deference to the committee, that 
the one half of the forfeitures which would other- 
wise fall to the share of the collectors ought to he 
remitted ; but that, with respect to the one half be- 





longing to the United States, justice to the commu- 


ordinary profit, and is a tax levied on the communi-!nity requires that, when remitted, at least an equi- 


ty by the persons who have imported the merchan- 
dize contrary to law; which extra profit or tax is 
solely due to the non-importation act continuing in 


force with respect io all other persons and impor-| 


tations. 

Of the forfeitures accrued, one half is by law 
vested in the custom-house officers or informers, wid 
the other half in the United States. The’ power to 
remit the share of the United States and of all other 
persons, in whole or in part, and on such terms and 
conditions as may be deemed reasonable and just, 
is by law vested in the secretary of the treasury. — 
But considering the magnitude andunfereseen nature 
of the case, it was thought proper not to exercise 
that authority until congress had taken the subjec: 
into consideration, and prescribed if they thought 
proper, the course to be pursued. All the petitions 


order to avoid useless expences the parties have 
been- generally advised to delay making their apph- 
cations in the manner directed by law, until the de- 
cision of congress should be ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, vour 
ohedient servant, ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Zion. Lanenon Curves, chairman 


Of ihe committee of weeys and means. 


ivalent may be secured to the public tor the extra 


profit, beyond that on common importations, which 
arises from the continuance of the nen-importation 
act. I have the honor to be, with grest respect, sir, 
vour obedient servant, ALBERT GALLATIN. 
dion. Lungdon Cheves, chairman 

of the committee of waye and means. 


[Here follows the examinations of several com. 
mittees of the merchants from Boston, New-York : 
Philadelphia and Baltimore maintaining, generally, 


| the fairness of their purchases. } 


—s 


Mr. Russell stated that afier the revocation of t}i- 


orders in council, many of the Amerji¢an merchants 
did apply to him to obtain his opimon, whether the 





could ship British manufactures to the Dnited States 


| lwith safety, or not?) That before the revocation ‘of 
already received remain therctore suspended, und in| 


the orders, upon considering the whole cireum- 
stances of the cise, examining the words of Hie Pur 

and perceiving that its operation depended golele 
on the revocation of the orders in council; consider- 
ing the evident bearing of the examinations in pers 
liament and the ground in which the opposition con. 
tended for the revocation of the orders, whicl Was 





jot so much an act of justice to the United States; as 
‘the advuntage tinit Was Promised to their OWili Nap. 
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factutets; Re Mhought it his duty t6 countenance thé 
idea ‘that shipments inade after the revocation of the 
orders Would» be admitted into the United States ; 
that this ground was taken by the advocates for a re- 
vocation of the orders, who declared that they would 
advise theiy friends to ship as they believed ship- 
ments, ifi the event of a revoention, might be made 
with safety, and that he thought good policy requir- 
éd him.to countenance the idea, in order to co-ope- 
rate as far as possible with the advocates of the reva- 
cyt ion of the orders. 

That after the revocation of the orders, he conti- 
mued to declare, and did deciare to the merchants 
who applied to him, as. his opinion, that they might 
make shipments with safety. This opinion apphed 
only to the cases where shipments were made before 
war; aftera knowledge of the war had reached Eng- 
land, he declared distinctly to the merchants, that 
the ground of a probable annulment of the non-im- 
portation act by the government of the United States 
had ceased. 

Mr. Russell stated, however, that after the know- 
ledge of the declaration of war had reached Eng- 
land, hie did still advise the American merchants to 
ship: because, if the property remained in England 
turing the war, it would be ruinous to the holders. 
Many persons, after the revocation of the orders, and 
before the news of the war arrived, had made pur- 
chases. He would not be understood to say, that 
he advised the merchants that in case the law should 
not be repealed, they would be permitted to enjoy 
the advanteges of a monopoly and the consequent 
extraordinary profits, but merely that the property 
would not be confiscated; this, however, he said 
Wwas.not at alla subject of conversation. His opinion 
that the shipments might be made with safety, was 
founded as well on a presumption that the law would 
be annulled, as that the shippers would in any event, 
he pl.ced as nearly as possible on the footing on 
which they would have stood, had the law been an- 
nulled. That if they should not be annulled, the 





Treasury Report 
LAID BEFORE CONGRESS DECEMBER 5. 


In obedience to the directions, of the “ Act sup- 
plementary to the act entitled “An Act to establish 
the treasury department,” the secretary of the trea~ 
sury respectfully submits the following report and 
estimates. ax 


1. To THE EXD oF THE yzAR.1812. 

The actual receipts into the treasury during the yeas 
ending on the 30th of September, 1812; have can- 
sisted of the following sums, viz = | 
Customs, sales of lands, arrears, re- 
payments and all other branches 
of revenue, amounting together, 
as will appear more in detail by 
the statement (E) to 

On account of the loan of eleven. 
millions of dollars authorised by 
the act of March 14th, 1812, 


$10,934,946 90 


‘ §,847,212 50 





Total amount of receipts 

Making, together with the balance 
in the treasury on the Ist of Oc- 
tober, 1811, and amounting to 


16,782,159 40 


3,947,818 S36 





$20,729,977 76 


— 


An agpregate of 





The disbursements during the same year have been as 
followeth, viz. 

Civil department, including misccl- 
lancous expenees, and those in- 
cident to the intercouse with fo- 
reign nations 

Army, militia, volun- 

| teers, fortifications, 


1,823,069 33 


arms and arsenals 73770,300 
| Navy department 3,107,501 54 
Indian department 230,975 








special circumstances under which the shipinents 
‘were made would cntitle them to an exemption from 
all penalties. 

He believed that before the revocation of the or- 
ders and after the interdiction, purchases were made 
under an €xpectation of a revocation, and these were 
made at ‘reduced prices. The depression was not 
very material: after the revocation thcre was a rise, 
but they remamed throughout lower than in the 
common times when the trade was assurcdly free. 
He did not, however, pretend to be very conversant 
in these matters. 

Some of the goods were purchased hefore the 2d 
February, 1811, but he would suppose they formed a 
very small portion of the importations ; in the peri- 
od intervening between that date and the revocation 
of the orders, there had been more considerable in. 
vestments, but he believed the greatest portion was 
purchased after the revocation. There was then 
great activity ih investments, but he thinks it pro- 
bable they>were purchased with finds whieh hed 
been renfaming there for the purpose, and which 
were appropriated agreeably to orders which had 


11,108,776 54 
Interest on the public 
| debt 
(On accomnt of the prin- 
| cipal of do. 2,938,465 99 
| 5,436,479 18 


2,498,013 19 








| Amounting together,as will appear 
| in detail by the statement [FJ to 
| And leaving in the treasury, on the 
30th Sept. 1812, a balance of 


18,368,325 07 
2,361,652 69 





$20,729,977 76 





The statement [F.] exhibits in detail the payments 
imade by the treasury department for the several 
‘branches of the military and naval expenditure dur- 
ing the same year (from Ist October, 1811, to 30th 
Sept. 1812) and also during the two last months 
(October and November, 1512.) 

The receipts for the last quarter of the year, 1812, 
ion account of both revenue and loans, are estimated 
Lat 9,000,000 dollars; and the expenditures (includ- 
ling about 1,500,000 dollars on account of the prin- 








been previously given to be cxectived in the event of! ¢ inal of the public debt, and 1,000,000 for the mili- 


the revocation of the orders m council. 


The knowledge of the declaration of war reached 


England about the 23th or 26th of July. Official 
information was not so soon received, and therefore 


the embargo which was laid by the British govern- 
ment was. not npposed tillthe 30th Julv. The order Re 
subsequently issued permittmg the departure of Ii- 


tia) at nearly the same sum, : 
The sums obtained or secured on loan during this 

year, ameunt, so far as has been ascertained at the 

tresury to [a] 13,109,200 








[a] The amount was stated in the president’ s messaze 














te : J - : re te e £ 
eensed vessels, but limiting their departure to the | at the commencement of the session, at eleven. millions 0} 
, was extended im some speci dollars. The other two nitions have been conirneted 


vy Ls Arye r ay > , . 
jar sulscgrent to tts date, 


1Sth of 
cases, but nat generally 
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during the year ending on the 301b September, 1811,!Leaves a balance to be provided for by 
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| sot +S yt 
Of which there was re- ? “ b 1. Expenses of a ond nature, both fo. : 
ceived prior to Ist tg reign and domestic, . ° Pa aR oe $1,500,000. 

‘Oct. 1812, as 3 above 2. Public debt, viz. ee 

stated | 5,847,212 50 ‘Interest including. that on new alin + 
Rece'ved or to on “yes of the years 1812 and 1813 : -  $,309,060. 

ceived prior to Ist Reimbursement of me vk cent. and de- | | f 

‘Jan. 1813, 6,202,987 50 j ferred stocks, and 0 ag 4 cag loans + aT al 
To be- received in. Jan. and treasury notes, falling due in | a 
and Feb. 1813, 1,250,000 ) 1813, and estimated amount of pur-_ et 

13,100,200 | chasesof stock  .  - * «, +. 5,700,000. 

It will also appear by the statement [F'] that this rs tie 3 
sum was obtained on the following rath Ww _, B00,090 
For six per cent. stock, irrcdeema- 3. Military establishment + of ch 

ble till Ist January, 1823, and The estimates of the secretary Wat gre Ww 

afterwards redeekiahic’ at thie respect to the army, predicated on the employment 

pleastire of the United Statcs 7,415,200 of the whole force anthorised by luw, reo annugnt e 

On temporary loans at the rate of six per cent. to 36,700 men of every decription. ye age 
vee vamdineleatursable 28 fa licweeff, viz: the ¢ xpense incident to the service of volunteers and 
in 1812 1,350,000 militia, and also the increase of pay of the yah 

1814 | 7 50,000 the appropriation for arming the militia, and 400 

1817) 50.000 dollurs of the unexpended balance for Sorhnenons, 

, 2,150,000 the whole contemplated expense may be estimated 
For treasury notes bearing an annual as fallow : 
interest of 5 2-5 per cent. and re- Armuy—Pay,subsistence, bounties, cloth- 
imbwrsable one year after date 3,555,060 ing, and hospitals, #9,350,000 
Ordnance and armor ies, | 850,000 
$ 13,100,200 Quarte r-master’ s department & 

From the present demand, it appears probable CONLINGENCIES aameee 
that the residue of the treasury notes authorise d BY For oregon i Bear p00 
the act of the 39th June last, and amountiig¢ Arming the bes ie | 1 “TP 
$1,405,000, will be disposed of prior: to the Ist of Volunteers and militia in agtua 000.000 
Murch next. service 2,000, 

It may be proper also to state that notwithstand- Indian department O00 

a + } @ te e > ‘ 

Ling the addition thu s mace to the public debt, and $17,000,000 


alti: ugh a considerable D0 rtion ‘has been remitted 
from England and brought to market in America, the 4. Naval establishment : ‘ 
The estimates of the secretary of the navy are pre- 


ublie stocks, which had at first experienced a slight 
Pp ? a5 dicated on the employment of the following force, 


depression, have been for the last three months, and 
Vv 1Z. 














continue to be, at par. Commissioned and warrant officers, 871 
year 1815, y Petty officers, seamen and boys, viz. 
~The nett revenue arising from duties on merchan- ‘For 9 frigates and 9 pis oa vessels 3,620 
dize and tonnage, which accrued during the year For 200 gun-boats and other vessels 7,000 
1310, amounted to $2,513,490. Marines including officers, 1,859 
he nett revenue ar beings F from the same sources 

which accrued d uring the year 1811, amounted, as Total, 3,360 
will appear by the st: + li (A. & B.) to 7,902,560) and the ex -pence is estimated as followeth, viz’ 
dotlars. | Pay, provisions and medicine 3,290,000 

The same revenne for the v ear 1812, is estimated | | Ordnance * 100,000 
at $12,500,009, of which sum about $5,500,000 arise | Re piirs, contingencies, and na- 
from duties on. the last importations trom Gre: it] vy yards, adding the annual 
Britain | appropriation of 200,000 dol- 

The. custom hoyse bonds out-standing on the Ist} lars for timber 1,125,000 
day of Jan. 1813, : nd falling due in that year, are “Marine corps "440, O00 
estim: ited, af: er ded ety 1 bac 1 cle »bts $, at 11,250, Of H) 4,925,000 
dollars : and itis belicved that the probable amount | : 
of receipts from that source into the treasury during! Amounting altogether to £195925,000 


the year 1813, may be safely estimated at 11,590, 000. The receipts on account of the revenue 
doliurs. | having been estimated at 12,090,006 


The sales of public lands north of the river Ohio, | 





and after deducting the lands which have reverte | loans of $20,925,000 
Dasuelt (yey 390; yon cc pet: ah s by a | Of this sum more than one million is xlready con: 
ame € r 7 p Bac S 5° AN paymen 5 tracted for, aml there remains on hand a balance of 
ath aint ths ote pol i ane ot my “ ee zbouta million and neers int tregsury notes not yer 
ows, ¢ aps toa Certam Extent, deposed of. An authority. to issuc new notes fi 
the amount of pay ments. It iS, however, believed, | ; ‘tc . bas O millions amd a half mare, being the amount 
that that branch of revenue muy towether with some 3 . ‘ 
other small items be estimated for the enstings ye at\ singer Rg he faba Pon ie 
at $500,099 ; hiner 9 ata bat “Be mount sau at five mi Tig re amoun 
‘Making the whole amounto prob: ihe! of the loan to about fiftecn millions of dollars. 
re sn ae the treasury for the year re 3, Y! xclu-| yn order to facilitate the loan, and perhaps to im- 
sively of loans, . ' $12,000,000! p ove iis terms, it may however be eligible to leave 


The expenditures of that year are estimated as fol-|some discretion in the executive as to the respective 
loweth, viz. lamoumsof stock and notes tobe issued; which may 
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be advantageotisly varied according to circumstan- 


ces, without increasing the aggregute of both. 


The preceeding estimates do not embrace the ex- 


pence incident to the preposed increase of the navy; 


nor any other expenditure not yet authorised by law. 


In order to meet ahy new expences which may thus 

be authorised by congress, it will therefore be neces- 

sary to increase the loan to a corresponding amount. 
The sums reccived or to be received on 

Joan during the calendar year 1812 have 

been stated ‘at $12,950,200 
The payments on account of the prin- 

cipal of the debt during the same vear, 

though not yet precisely asccrtained,may 

be estimated (so far as ascertained on the 

Ist of December, at the trexsury) at 2,350,206 





Making the actual increase of debt 
during that vear $10,600,000 
It appears, according to the preceding estimate, 
th:.. the whole sum to be borrowed during the year 
1813, will amount to about twenty millions of dol- 
lars ; and tiat the payments on : cco:.nt of the prin- 
cipal of the public debt will exceed five millions ;— 
miking the actual increase of debt during that year 
fiftecn millions of dollars. 

Of the revenue which will accrue during the year 
1813, and on wluch the receipts of the year 1814 will 
principally depend, it is not practicable at this mo- 
ment to form acorrect estimate. So far as may be 
in‘crred from the experience of the short period 
w! ch-has el psed since the declaration of war, it is 
not probuble that the revenue derived from customs 
will excced the amount of $5,500,000, at which it 
had been estimated in a former communication. The 
duties accrued, or which will accrue, during the last 
six months of this year, after deducting drawbacks 
unl exp neces of collection,are estimated at less than 
nine mulions of dollars, which, deducting about five 
niillions tive hundred thousand dollars on account 
of duties on tie late importations from Great Bri- 
tain, and one million of dollars for the duties on 
importations from Caleutta and China, would not 
Jeave more than $2,500,009 for the ordinary revenue 
on those branches of commerce which are permitted 
by law, and from which the United States will not 
be neariv excluded by the law. 

Ail whichis respectfully submitted. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Treasury Depariment, Pec. 1, 1812, 
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Interesting Political Table. 


To shew. the general spirit that prevails amongst 
the people of the United States on a question of the 
frst importance, viz.the proseeution of the war agzainet 
(weat Britain, we have formed the foliowing tuble, 
fiviny at one view many interesting facts. In the 
first department, we have the state of parties in thc 
JJouse of Representutives of the United States, at 
the time of the declaration of war ;—in the second. 
the vote on declaring that war existed between th: 
VU. Sta‘es and Great Britain ;—in the third, we give 
the result of the late elections in the several states. 
so fyr as they are known, with conjectures as to th 
result in others, The latter are murked thus.* The 
last colnimn shews the manner in which the members 
are chosen. 

Norr.—Elections have not vet heen held in Vermont, 
Mew Pork, Mew JSersey, Virginia aul North-Caro- 
kna—~but the reader who is tolerably ucquainted 
with the feclings ofthe people of those states, ws 
lately expressecl, will admit, that if our ealeula- 


ponents of the war. Vermont, we think, is certain. 
In NM: York a greater number of “republicans” will 
be chosen than are put down; bit, perhaps, not 
more than 13 of her members will give, a decided. 
support tothe war. In Wew-Jersey, as districied 
by the “federalists,” e:ch party counts upon ob- 
taining 4 of the 6 members the state is entitled to. 
we therefore neutralize it. Virginia will, at least, » 
maintain her ground; it is more than provable 
she will have ae 5 anti-war meinbcrs—we have 
said 6. In Worth-Carolina there will assuredly he 
8 supporters of the war—very possibly 10. All 
the rest of the states are undoubted results. 

































































12th | Wari) 13th 
Congress |) Vote. Congress 
STATES. hat I. z| : be .]] HOW CHOSEN. 

SPN 4 isi 

= ee fy be) = |e 

$ were’) 
New-Hampshire 5] 5) OW 3 aif a «4 6 By a general ticket. 
Massachusetts, | 17] 9 8i} 6] @f et] Jh19} sy districts. 
Comnectiout, i ( | 0 2 ; ‘I — ticket. 
Rhode Island 2} Of 2 0 j itto. 
Vermont, ? 4 3} Uf) 3} 1 %G 6} 6 Ditto. 
rab ln . . ak sa “at a 14} en 
New-Jersey, 6 O} 2) 4) *G ‘ ite. 
Pennsylvania, 18) 17} 1116) 2] 23) 22) 1 Ditto. 
Delaware, 1} OF 1y o| 1} 2 ©} 2) General ticket. 
Maryland, 9 6 3|) 6; 3 A gj 6) 3 By districts. 
Virginia, 22 16 6/13] 5]*23) 17] 6 Ditto. 
Norih Carolina, | 12! 16 z| “| s a : al st 
South Carolina,}] 8; 8] 0), 8 7 iito. 
Georgia, 4, 4 of 3, 0, 6 © 6) General ticket. 
Kentucky, 6} 6} 0}, 5} O} IC ia 7 By districts. 
Ohio, 1} 1] OF 1) OF G6 Genera] ticket. 
‘Tennessee 3} 3 ol 3! 0 ‘ 6) O} ~=—By distriets. 
Louisiana, 0 ‘12 Oo, 1 2 “i General ticket. 

cece eee | eee ff ee 7 oe | eee el 

142|106136)79:49-118211 14168. f 





In this table we remark thatthough the “ repub- 
lican” majority in the twe'frh congress Was seventy, 
the war bill obtained only by a majority of thirty, 188 
members being present: all the “federalists” and 
many republicans” voting agamst it. 

By the new census the house will consist of 182 
members—ot whom 114 will be “republicans,” or 
“var men? —and 68 “federalists,” or anti-war-men— 
POSITIVE WAR Masonry, rorTy-SIx, For, it must 
be observed, that arr the “republicans” chosen, are 
chosen as supporters of the war, unless the. terms 
proposed by our government are acceded to by the 
enemy. 

In the senate, the war majority is considerably 
strengthened, and will be further increased. 

The considerations naturally arising from the 
facts here presented, should lead us to a vigorous 
prosecution of the war, «s the only way to obtain a 
safe and speedy peace, the ostensible object of all 
parties. The majority must, and will govern; and 
opposition, an improper opposition—will only lead 
to the duration of the war, the disgrace of our coun- 
try and the triumph of the foe. 


vents of He Qysar. 
MILITARY. 


From ur anwies-—Of. the Worthern army our <c- 
counts are contradictory and uncertain. It is stated 
that on the 19th ult, col. Pike with his regiment pe- 
netrated about 7 miles into the enemy’s country, 
and had a slight brush with the British and Indians, 
who retired, after sustaining some loss. . We had 5 
men wounded, On the 22d, it is further said, the 
whole army retrograded to the southward, to go in- 
to winter quarters. ‘This is denied by others—and 
we are pleased to observe that the designe of the. ge- 
ner:J, be they what they may, are so completely od- 











tions are crroieaus they are sa in favor of the op-} 


scured, as it shews $) stem and discipline. 
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Ofthe army of the centre, we have no important 
particulars since gen. Smyth’ s second proclamation, 
except that ne ny volunteers were joining him, to be 
under the connnind of gen. P. B. Porter. The ar- 
mistice terminated on the 22d wit. by notice from 
gen. Smyth ; on which the British commenced a can- 
nonide. This army appears “ike’greyhounds inthe 
slip», straining for the start ;” and we expect every 
moment to hear that it has crossed into Canada. 
Com. Chauncey had sailed up the lake to co-operate 
with gen. Smyth, in his attack on the cnemy’s lines. 

From the Worth Western army we have not a parti- 
cle of news, sincd our last. 


The bill to increase the pay af the army of the 
United States has become a Taw. 

Gov. Blount of Tennessee, announces the reccipt 
of orders to detach 1500 men, to proceed immediate- 
ly to New Orleans. 

The nominations by the President, of Harrison, 
Chandler and Boyd, to be brjgadicr-generals in the 
army of the United States, have been ratified by the 
senate, 

The following gentlemen have been chosen for 
field cflicers in the Sirst Regiment of New-luampshire 
Volunteers, by the company officers : 

Aguilla Davis, of Warner, colonel; John Carter, 
of Bow, lieutenant-colonel ; Wm. Bradf.rd, of Mount 
Vernon, Ist major; Jabez Snijih, of Sallisbury, 2d 
major; Juseph Low, Amherst, adjutant. 

Auuany, December 1. 

Copy of aletter from Champlain to the editor, dated 
Champlain, Nov. 19.—“ Yesterday general Dearborn 
arrived at this post, and to-day has issued the follow- 
ing order. ‘To-morrow we expect orders to march : 
our advanced-guard is already over the lines ; indeed, 
a scouting party last evening passed the river Lacole, 
routed a body of Indians, and fired their encamp- 
ment.. We had one man killed, and several slightly 
wounded, among whom is captain Biddle.” 


GENERAL, ORDERS. 
Head- Quarters, Champlain, Nov. 19, 1812. 

The indisposition of brigadier-general Bloomfichd 
renders it expedient for major-general Dearborn to 
take the immediate command of the troops on Lake 
Champlain and its vicinity, and the general embraces 
the earliest opportunity to express his confidence in 
the troops composing the army of the north. ‘Their 
bravery and patiotism will supply any deficiency in 
military discipline and tactics, which time and ex- 
perience will render perfect. In any movement to- 
wards the enemy, the most rigid attention to orders 
will be required, as well as a fixed determination in 
every individual of the army not to retreat or give 
ground before the enemy. Should any onc be so lost 
to asense of honor and military duty, and the pride 
of the American character, as to be guilty of dis- 
orderly conduct in time of action, he must expect 


no relaxation in the law martial. Every species of 


plunder or abuse of the inhabitants within. the ter- 
ritory of the United States, or in Canada, is forbid- 
den on pain of death. By order, 
THOS. BIDDLE, captain 2d U. States 
Artillery, acting adjutant-general 
Berratoz, Noy. 12, 1812. 
T's the men of the counties cf Ontario and Gennesee. 
Frittow-Crrizens—! transmit you the appeal of 
gencral Smyth, an able and experienced ofhcer, to 
the patriotism of the state of New-York. It speaks 
to the heart of every man who is not lost to the honor 
and intcrests of his country. ' 
He has at this place a powerful army, under strict 
disc pline, in high spirits and eager for the contest. 
With this army he can and qwil/, in the course of a 


few days, occupy all the British fortresses on the} by a disclosure of the truth to communicate correct 


Niagara river; the possession of which will gi 
him the command of the upper province. Humanity, . 
however, suggests that this conquest should be 
achieved with the least, possible sacrifice ; it is for 
the purpose of obtaining a force that wil overawe 
opposition, and save the effision of blood, ‘that he 
ow asks your aid and co-operation, 

The crisis is an all important one to us and de- 
mands our best exertions.” I-shail accompany gene-. 
ral Sinyth to Canada, and will you not join your for.’ 
tunes to mine and join him? Come on, then, and 
bring with you all the volunteers you can collect. — 
Let them provide themselves with warm clothir 
«nd blankets. They shill be supplied with arms : 
ammunition on thew arrival at this place, 

A vigorous camgaign of one month will relieve 
your brethren on this frontier fram the! sufferin 
which always fill so heavily on those who have t re 
misfortune to be placed at the seat of war. It will 
palsy the savage hand that is now wielding the 
scalping knife, restore peace to the whole off this 
section of the country, and redeem the tarnished 
reputation of the nation. Can the independent and 
high minded yeomanry of Genesce and Ontario re- 
main idle spectators of events so interesting to our 
beloved country ? 

Yours, very respectfully, 
PETER B. PORTER. 
[The foregoing refers to the second proclamation of 
general Smyth inserted in our last number, page 


216. } 

Canannaicua, November 24. 

Voluntecring.—Since the publication of genera) 
Smyth’s proclamation for volunteers, a considerable 
number of citizens in the different towns in this 
county have assembled and subscribed volunteer 
curollments for a short tour across the Niagara. 
Several companies have already marched, and others 
we hear will march immediately. We calculate on 
from seven hundred to one thousand men from this 
county. 

We are informed that twelve or thirteen hundred 
have alresdy voluntecred and enrolled themselves 
in the county of Genesee. We think Niagara will 
furnish an equal number. 

We hear also, that the little county of Seneca 
although it has a considerable number of men a). 
ready on the frontiers, will yet furnish many more. 
—That Cayuga will furnish a large number. We 
caleylate on one thousand men from these two 
counties. 

The aggregate number of volunteers which will 
turn out on this occasion, it is supposed, will be 
at least three thousand five hundred, and probably 
four thousand. Messenger. 


FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, 

Gentlemen—1 transmit vou for publication the en. 
closed letter politely and without solicitation ad- 
dressed to me by Mr. Rush, 

So far as respects myself personally, the tale # 
refutes merits no consideration and would meet no 
attention. Whether lam incompetent to the task of 
relating plain facts, many of which T saw and on all of 
which I had the feelings and information of hundreds 
to guide me, is a question of no importance to the 
public, and of no interest tothe editors of those papers 
who have asseried or wsinuated it. But it is deeply 
interesting to their passions and pursuits, that every 
account which tends to exonerate the goverpment 
from all participation in the event of an expedition 
feebly conducted, and in a capitulation dishonorably 
concluded, should be assailed openly and covertly 
Iwas aware, that every man, who should attempt, 
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temennetemed . 





information, must expect to have his motives im- 


| d and his character assailed all the rancor of; 
malignity and eagerness of party. As I felt no dis- 
position to court, so I trust there was no necessity 
for avoiding an investigation like that. Thad witness- 
ed the irritation of feeling and the latitude of obser- 
vation in many pzpers in the country. The terms 
“conscripts,” “a little still-born army,” and every. 
Hjurious amt opprobrious epithet, which party zeal 
could lavish upon western patriotism and enterprize, 
¥ had observed with regret, but without surprize. 
But I had to learn, that the editor of a newspaper 





upon his own responstbility would propagate a tale 
$0 false ane unqualified, as that in the United States | 
éiazette of — October last. The letter transmitted ; 
will shew what credit is due to the assertion bifnien,| 


who can discover little to condemn in an enemy 5 | 


government, less to approve in their own. 


tions, to which this communication has given birth, 
Meagre indeed would be every similar statcment, were 
such, a principle correct in theory or supported by 

ractice. In a complicated transaction, it would 
present but a skeleton of a report, omitting many 
interesting details essential to a correct view of the 
subject, and necessary in the succession of facts, 
which connect causes with their consequences. Lt 
would require almost as many reports as there were 
actors, and instead of a°faithful sketch by a single 
hand, a motley and discordant group of objects would 
meet the eye, exciting little interest and conveying 
little information. But, independent of any specu- 
lative view, which may be taken of the subject, it 
is sufficient to refer every candid and dispassionate 
observer to the’reports of military transactions, which 
daily appear in our own and in other countries. The 


\futility of the objection will bo at once exposed, for 
I cannot resist the present opportunity of placing 


it will be found that a report is seldom if ever made 


in its proper pontt of view, a transaction misrepre-| without violating this rule, for the first time applicd 


sented with all the virulence of faction. The capi- 
tilation for the surrender of Detroit, contained no 





as a standard to the statement of an ofticer of the 
most important military event, which had occurred 


stipulation allowing the commanding officcr +4 go years in the history of his country. 


forward to his government an account of the 


causes which produced, and of the circumstances | 


The propriety of publishing such a report remains 


only to be investigated. In a government founded 


whieh attended so unexpected an event. The com-jon the power and supported by the confidence of the 


manding officer himself became an unconditional | 


prisoner of war. His liberation or the intelligence 
he might communicate to his own government de- 
pended on the interest or caprice of the enemy. In 
this situation, on the arrival of col. MfArthur within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, he becxme the 
senior officer of those troops, which by the capitula- 
tion were permitted to return home, and as such it 
became a matter of duty to report himself to the go- 
vernment, and of propriety to communicate to them 
all the intelligence in his power. For this purpose 
the second officer in command present was ordered 
to repair to ihe seat of government. On his arrival 
he found the rumor of the disaster had preceded him, 
and that information was anxiously and impatiently 
expected. Public report had mformed the govern- 
ment, that they had lost a fort, an army and a terri- 
tory, butof the remote or direct causes, which occa- 
sioned it, of the situation of their own troops, or ot 
the designs of the enemy, thcy were profoundly ig- 
norant. Were they in this situation fastidiously. to 
reject proffered information, and continue wilfully 
ignorant of a transaction so striking in its features 
and so important in its Consequences to the peace 
and character of the nation ? Or were they not com- 
pelled by duty to scek every means of information, 
m order wiih promptitude to repair the evil, and 
with vivilance prevent the repetition of a similar 
one? Their duty surely cannot be mistaken by the 
most bigotted zealot of party. The act then of com- 
mumicating intelligence and that of receiving it, was 
not merely neutral but commendable. Whether the 
officer upon whom this task devolved, executed it 
well ov ill, must be left for an enlightened communi- 
ty to determine. It was a duty over which the yo- 
vernament had no control. <As he gave it they must 
recive it, neither accountable for the manner nor 
the accuracy of hts relation. 

The gitestion which has been so aly discussed, 
whether this statement is offcial, in itself a very clear 
one, Will become important and interesting, when 


disputes cbout words shall again ugitate the feclingsjcile and ignorant, 


ail divide the opmions of tie world. Until then, 
rt is cheerfuliv relinquished to those who have so 
earnedly investigated it. 

‘That an officer, in his report must confine himself 
s9 those facts, which passed within his own observa- 
tion, and to wlich he could tesiify in a court of jus- 
fe. isamong tle novel and extraordinary preten- 


‘people, the right of the public to receive informa- 


tion on all national transactions is tod clear to re- 
quire support or to fear denial. Whether.a battle 
be wonor lost, whether the event be brilliant or dis- 


ustrous, the duty of communicating and the mght 


of claiming information remain still the same. Four 
weeks after the surrender of an important post, while 
the public mind is agitated and public expectation 
alive, the government reccive from an officer dis- 
patched by the senior officer within their jurisdic- 
tion and subject to their control, a statement of the 
circumstanees, which preceded and accompanied 
the transaction. Two wecks would have been suffi- 
cient for the commanding officer to have forwarded 
his dispatches, had the capitulation conferred on him 
the right or the enemy the favor of doing it, imme- 
diately subsequent to the surrender.. The govern- 
ment had a right to conclude the privilege was refus- 
ed by them or the duty omitted by him. | That por- 
tion of the troops, which by the capitulation was to 
‘be conveyed to the United States, afforded a secure 
lopportunity for this purpase. This having failed, it 
|became uncertain at what period his communication 
would be received. .Were the government then to 
withhold the information they possessed, because 
that information attributed the failure of the expe- 
dition to its commanding officer? The character of 
the nation, the reputation of the government, and of 
every individual embarked in that expedition, were 
involved in its issue. Was it of noimportance, by 
a correct disclosure of facts to redeem the public 
character and feelings? Was it of no importance, 
by placing in its proper point of view the features of 
the transaction, to shew, that the hoasts of the ene- 
my were as vain as their conquest was bloodless ’— 
‘To prove to our country, that hersons might yet be 
led on to battle and perhaps to victory ? The govern- 
ment too had a reputation to lose. That reputation 
was eagerly assailed. The failure of the expedition 
was attributed to the want of preparation, and the 
measures respecting it were characterised as imbe- 
The forbearance demanded was 
far from being granted. So far as respects the com- 
manding officer, the details of an unfortunate ex- 
pedition must be shrouded in Delphic obscurity, and 
the public await m dubious suspense the tediqus pro- 
cess of military investigation. But every little name- 
less paper is at liberty to display its br//iant wit and 
curcustic remarks at the expeuge of those who plan- 
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ried and ordered the expedition. ‘Their reputation, 
gwaits the result of no trial. "They must be offered 
up an expigtory sacrifice upon the altar of public 
gnation. ‘The contemplated investigation, which 
is ultimately to determine the respective measure of 
terit and Of blime, here becomes unnecessary.* Its 
result “is anticipated with that’ confidence which 
ouglit only to be mspired by an accurete know- 
ledge of the attendant circumstances: To require 
mm such a situation a studious concealment of those 
facts which would enable the public correctly to ap- 
preciate ghe conduct of all, is to require a species 
of forbetrance as little suited to the practice as to 
the duties of Hfe, . , 
lam ‘aware,. that nothing which can be said upon 
this subject, will with manv carry conviction, or 
produce acknowledgient. The most obvious consi- 
derations of reason and of justice will be’ overlook- 
ed. “Such, in the conflicts of opinion and the colli- 
sions of party, has alwavs been the case. But truth 
Will ultimately prevail, and the public will eventu- 
ally be enabled correctly to estimate the conduct of 
ail who have had any zgency iti a transaction so deep- 
ly intéresting to their character and feclings. 
* November 20, 1812. LEWIS CASS. 
Washington, Nov. 3, 1812. 
Dean strn—It was not until after I last had the 
leasure to sce you, and for some time after you 
eft Washington, that the foolish insinuation, which 
‘has appeared in some of the newspapers, of my 
having been concerned in writing the letter you ad- 
dressed to the secretary of war, first came to my 
ears ; norhave I, to this day, seen the insinuation in 
print. I would have contradicted it at once but that 
it seemed to me quite superfluous, and that it would 
be to confer a notice upon it which its idle charac- 
ter did not deserve. In what so strange an untruth 
could have originated, I am sure 1 know not; uei- 
ther canI divest myself of embarmssment in thus 
troubling you with a line about it. 1 have not yet 
heard it said that I wrote the address you delivered 
to the volunteers of Ohio in dhe spring, before I 
ever had. the pleasure to see or to know you; and 
yet, it is certain, that I wrote as much of that as |] 
did of your letter to the secretary of war. 

L sincerely hope your health has been re-establish- 
ed since you lefi Washington, and that to other 
causes of regret connected with your march to De- 
troit, there v ill not be added that of any permanent 
jnjury to your constitution. 

Believe me, dear sir, with great respect and 
esteem, your obedient servant, 

. RICHARD RUSH. 


i 


| 


Cotonel Case. 
NEWNAN’S EXPEDITION. 
Detailed account of colonel Newnan’s late expedition 

against the Florida Indians. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF GEORGIA. 
Thursday, 5th Nov. 1812.—On motion, 

Ressived, that his excellency the governor be re- 
quested to lay’ before this house any information, 
which may be in his possession, relative to an ex- 


pedition lately conducted by the adjutant-general of 


this state, against the Seminolie Indians in East 
Florida. ‘Read and agreed to, 
Attest, HINES HOLT, Clerk. 
Executive Department, Georvia, 
Milledoeville, 7th Nov. 1812. 


Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the’ house of representatives | 


ceived at this department from colonel Daniel New 


nan, which contains all the official information I 


sess. dt is proper to »emark that, as far diay 
knowledge extends, the expedition referred towas a 
voluntary act of the officers and men who were @n- 
gaged in it. D. B. MITCHELL. 
New-Hope, Si. John’s, Oct. 19, 1812. 
‘Dran Srr—I_ have now the honor Of ‘transmitting 
to your excellency an account of the several engtige- 
ments which have taken place between the “Lotcha- 
way and Alligator Indians, and the detachment ef 
Georgia volunteers under my command. ‘As the@b- 
ject of this expedition, and the views of the persons 


engaged in it, have been misconstrued, and mis- 


statements, relative to its protraction citéulated, E 

ask the indulgence of your excellency to detau every 

transaction from its commencement to its termina- 

tion. 

I arrived upon St. John’s, in obedience to your or- 

ders, about the 15th.of August, with the whale of 

my detachment, consisting [including officers} of 
about 250 men, and with tew on the sick report. 4 

immediately waited on col. Smith, before Augustine,.- 
and received orders dated the 21st of Augustftopro- 

ceed immediately against the hostile Indians within 

the province of East Florida, and destroy their 

towns, provisions and setUiements. I then returned 

to the detachment upon the St. John’s, and made 

every preparation to comply with my orders, by dis- 

patching parties to procure horses. from the few in- 

habitants that had not fled from the provinee, in pre- 

pring packs and provisions, and taking every step 

which I deemed necessary to insure success to the 

enterprize. In coasequence of the sickness of myself 
and nearly ene half of the detachment, the perted of 
our marching was delayed until the 24th of Septem- 

ber; and when just upon the eve of departing, an 

express arrived from col. Smith informing me that 

his provision waggons and the escort was attacked 

by a body of Negroes and Indians, and ordering me to 

join him immediately with 90 men, and bring ald the 
horses and carrizges IL could command, for the remo- 

val of his baggage, field-pieces, and sick, he having 

only 70 nen fit for duty. I marched to the relief of 
the colonel] with 130 men and 25 horses, and assisted 

him in removing to the Block-house upon Davis’s 

creck. “Ihis service delayed for a few days our ex- 
pedition to the nation; and when the detachment 
agrain assembled upon the St. John’s, and were about 
to commence their march, the men had but six or 
seven days to serve. About this time I received a 
letter from col. Smith, advismg me to propose to the 
detachment an extension of their service for 15 or 20 
days longer, as the time for which they were engag- 
ed was deemed insufficient to accomplish any object 
of the expedition. This measure I had contemplat- 
ed, and its sanction by the colonel met with my most 
hearty approbation ; for I was unwilling to proceed 
to an enemy’s country with a single man, who would 
declare, that, in any event, he would not serve a day 
longer than the time for which he had originally vo- 
lunteered, I accordingly assembled the detachment, 
and after stating the necessity of a tender of further 
service, proposed that the men should volwiteer for 
three weeks longer ; when 84 men, including oflicers, 
stepped out aml were enrolled, which, with the ad- 
dition of 23 volunteer militia sent to my aid by col. 
Smith, and 9 patriots under the command of capt. 
Cone, made my whole force amount to 117. With 
this small body, provided with four days provisions 





In comphance with your resolution of ihe 4th inst. 
calling for information relative to an expedition late- 
ly conducted by the adjutant-general of this state, 
against the Seminolie Indians jin East Florida, you 
wel herewith receive a copy of-a letter recently re- 


f 


and 12 horses, I was determmed to proceed to the 
nation and give those merciless savages at least one 
‘battle ; and 1 was emboldened in this determination 
iby the strong expectation of being succored by a bo- 
jdy of cavalry from St, Mary’s, and which it has since 
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appeared did assemble at Colerain, but proceeded neg 
farther. On the evening of the 24ih of Scptember, 
we left the St. John’s marching in Indian file, capt. 
Humphrey’s company of riflemen in, front, capt, 
Fort’s company, under the command of lieut. Fannin, 
in the centre, and capt. Coleman’s company, with 
Cone’s detachment, under the command of lieut. 
Broadnax, inthe rear.. A small party marched in 
front of the main body, and another in the rear, the 
openness of the country (except in particular places) 
vyendered it. unnecessary to employ men upon the 
right and left. Our encampment of nights (ihere 
being -three companies) was in the form of a trixn- 
gie, with the baggage in the centre, the men with 
their clothes on, lying with their feet pointing out-/ 
wards, and their firelocks in theirarms. In case of | 
an attack, the officers were instructed to bring up 


comrades, it being a principle among the sav + 
carry off their dead at the risk of their lives. We 
remained on the battle ground. watching the move- 
ments of the Indias, who were near the, swamp 
painting themselves, and appeared to be in consulta- 
tion, all of which indicated an intention to renew. 
the combat. Accordingly a half an hour befare sun- 
sct, having obtained a considerable reinforcement of. 
negroes and Indians, from their towns, they com, 
menced the most horrid yells imaginable, unitating 
the cries and noise of almost every aninial of the fo- 
rest, their chiefs advancing in front in a stooping 
serpentine manner, and miuking the most wild and 
frantic gestures, until they approached within two 
hundred yards of us, when. they halted and com- 
menced fring, Our men were not to be alarmed by 
their noise and yells, but as instructed, remained 








their-companies upon the right and left of the com- 


'perfectly still and stexdy behind logs and trees until 


pany fronting the enemy, and attend to the Indian | the enemy by this forbearance bad approached some- 


mode of fighting until ordered to charge. 
of meeting the enemy upon our march, Humphrey’s 


In case 


\what nearer, when a brisk and well directed fire from 
jour hne soon dreve them back to their original 


company was instructed to file off to the right, Fort’s|ground. I would now have ordered the charge, but 


company to advance and form to the front in single 
rank, and Coleman’s company to file off to the left; 
the whole then to advance in the form of a crescent, 
andenteavor to encircle the enemy. On the morn- 
ing of the fourth day of our march, when within six 
or seven miles of the Lotchaway towns, our advance 
party discovered a body of Indians marching along 
the path meeting us, and at the same moment they 
appeared to have discovered ts. As soon as I was in- 
formed of it, I lost no time in giving the necessary 
directions for the companics to advance, and obey 
the instructions which had been previously given to 
them, and which appeared exactly suited to the si- 
tuation in which we found the enemy. As soon as 
Fort’s company (at the head of which Thad placed 
myself) had advanced to its proper ground, I disco- 
vered the Indians falling back, and making every 
preparation for battle, by unslinging thcir packs, 
trimiming their rifies, and each man taking his placc. 
We continued to advance, taking advantage of the 
trees in our progress, until we were within 130 yards 
of the Indians, when many of them fired, and I in- 
stantly ordered the charge, which drove them from 
behind the trees, and caused them to retire with the 
greatest precipitation ; our men all the while firing 
at them, slew several, and by repeated charges, drove 
thei hilfa mile, when they took shelter inthe swamp. 
It unfortunately happened (T presume through inad- 
vertence) that Hunphrey’s company in filing to the 
right took too great a circuit, got a small swamp 
between them and the enemy, and thereby rendered 
the victory less decisive than it would have been, had 


being ander the necessity, from the extension of the 
enemy’s line, of detaching nearly one-half of my 
force to protect our camp and wounded (the assail- 
ing of which is a great object with Indians) I was 
‘left to contend with a force three times as numerous 
agmyown. The action lasted until eight o’clock, 
when the enemy were completely repulsed in every 
attempt whether made upon our centre or flanks. - 
We had two men killed and ene wounded ; the ene- 
my carried off several of their men before it was dark 
—afier which all firing (of course random) was at 
the spot from whence the flash arase. Afier fighting 
and fasting the whole day, we had to work through- 
out the night, and at day light had a tolerable breast 
work of logs and earth, with port holes.on the ground 
on which the battle was fought. We were reduced 
to this necessity, for in dispatching capt. Whitaker 
about dark to St. John’s for a reinforcement, six more 
men took the liberty to accompany him, taking with 
them our best horses: our pilot and surgeon (who 
Was sick) Was among the number. The two days 
succceding the battle, we neither saw nor heard any 
jthing of the enemy, but on the evenmg of the third 
iday they commenced firing at our work at a long d's- 
tance, and renewed it every day for five or six days, 
but without killing or wounding any of our men.— 
After killing two or three of them through our port 
holes they seldom came within gun-shot. Seven or 
eight days had now elapsed since our express hud le. 
us, hunger was staring us in the face, and we were 
now reduced to the necessity of eating.one of our 
horses; we had no surgeon to dress the wounded, 








the whole charged together, and before the Indians|und apprehensions were entertained that the enemy 


had dispersed themselves, and extended their force 
(which they soon did) near half a mile up and down 
the swamp. The company, however, was of service 
afterwards in preventing the enemy, after their dis- 
persion, from entering our camp, retaking their bag- 
gage and provision (allof which fell into our hands) 
or falling upon the wounded, that had been sent to 
the rear. The action, including the skirmishing upon 
the flanks, kasted two hours and a half, the Indians 
frequently attempting to outfank us and get in our 
rear, but were repulsed by the companies extending 
to the right and Icft, We had one man killed and 
nine wounded, two of which have since died of their 
wounds. ‘The loss of the enemy must have been con- 
siderable. I saw seven fall to the ground with my 
oWil eyes, among Whom was their king, Payne, two 
of them fell near the swamp, the rest our men had 
the curiosity to scalp. The rifie company on the 
right and Broadnax’s on the left, speak of killing 
s-veral wear the swamp, who were bore off by their 


would receive reinforcements from Augustine or the 
Mukasukie Indians. Expecting relief every hour, I 
was unwilling to leave our breast works while we 
had a horse left toeat, but I understood from some 
of my officers that a certain captain was determined 
to leave us with his company, and that many of the 
men giving up all hopes of relief, talked of desert- 
ing in the night rather than perish, or fall a sacrifice 
to the merciless negroes and Indians, whom they 
were taught to believe would surround us m great 
numbers ina few days. Ip this trying situation, 
when our few remaining horses were shot down by 
them, and the number of our sick daily increasing, 
I reluctantly assented to leave our works that night, 
and directed the litters to be prepared to carry the 
wounded. About nine o’cloek we commenced our 
distressing march, carrying five wounded men in 
litters and supporting twoor three more. We had 
not proceeded more than cight miles, wien the men 
became perfectly exhausted from hunger and fatigue 
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and were unable to carry .the wounded any farther. 

About two hours after we left our breast works, 25 
hersemen, with provisions, arrived to our rehef, on 
a different road from the one we had taken, but, fiom 
matives best-known to. themselves, instead of follow- 
ing us, returned to St. John’s, and we were !cft to 
encounter.new difficultics, two men that I had dis- 
patched on the path the horsemen came, by some 
means or,other missing them. We again construct- 
eda place of defence, and I dispatched serjeant-ma- 
jor Reese with one private to Picoluta, to learn what 
hud occasioned the delay of our expected supplies, 
and told him I should remain Where I was until ¥ 
evuld hear from him, and endeavored to procure 
cattle, as we discovered signs of their being near 
us. 

The evil genius of captain again prevailed, 
and J have since learned from captain Cone, that 
this person instigated not only him, but many of the 
privates to urge a departure from our works even in 
the day time, when IF was convinced that the Indians: 
knowing our weak situation would endeavor to am- 
buscade. This gentleman if innocent will have an 
opportunity of proving himself so before 2 court 
martial. With a burning fever on me, and scarcely 
able to walk, the march was ordcred about three 
o’clock in the afternoon. I had directed the adj’t. 
captain Hardin, to march in front, to avoid all places 
where there could be an ambuscade, and the litters 
should be distr: buted among the different companies. 
Being extremely weak IT marched in the rear with cap- 
tain (who carried my firelock) lieutenant Fannin 
and about fifteen or twenty privates. We had 
scarcely marched five miles betore the front of the 
detachnicnt discovered the heads of several Indians 
on both sides of the path, from among several pine 
trees that were laid prostrate by the hurricane ; the 
same instant, the enemy fired upon our advanced 
party, and shot down four of them, one a Spaniard, 
died on the spot, and two survived u few days; my 
negro boy was one of tnem. The moment I heard 
the firing I ordered the detachment to charge, and 
the Indians were compleicly defeated in fifteen mi- 
nutes, many of them dropping their guns, and the 
whole running off without ever attempting to rally. 
Four were left dead on the field, and I am convinced 
from the constant fire we kept up, that many more 
mtist have been slain, but were hid from.our view) 
ky the thick and high Palmetto bushes. We lay on 
the battle ground all night, and started next day at, 
10 o’clock, marched five miles and again threw up| 
breast works between two ponds,living upon gophers, 
alligators and palmetto stocks, until serjeant-major 








es 


and under my immed:ate view) advanced to the 
charge with the steadiness of veterans. Lieutenant 
Brozdnax shewed a great deal of courage and pre- 
sence of mind, and ensign Mann who was wounded 
in the first action fought well. Captain Cone who 
was wounded in the head early in the action behaved 
well, end lieutenant Williams did himself great 
honor in every action, but particularly in the bold 
and manly standhe made in the night engagement. 
Serjeant Hawkins 2nd corporal Neil of Coléman’s 
company acted like soldiers, and serjeant-major 
Reese’s activity was only surpassed by his courage ; 
he was every where and always brave. Captain 
Humphreys’ company acted bravely, particusarly 
lieutenant Reed, serjeant Fields, serjeant Cowan, 
serjeant Denmark and many of the privates. I can 
only speak of captain Humphreys from the report of 
some of his men, who say hie acted well; it so hap- 
pening he never met my eye during either of the en- 
gagements, while the conduct of every other person 
that [have mentioned (except one or eal? us un 
der my personal observation. The number of Tn- 
dians in the first engagement, from every cireum- 
stunce that appeared, must have been from seventy- 
five to an hundred—in the second engagement, their 
number [including negroes, who are their best sol- 
diers | wus double ours, and in the third engagement 
there appeured to be fif.y which was nearly equal to 
our force, after deducting the sick and wounded.—~ 
From every circumstance, I am induced to believe 
that the number of killed and wounded among the 
Indians must be ut least fifty. 3 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, your 
most obedient servant, DANIEL NEWNAN. 
Mis excellency David B. Mitchell. 


NAVAL. 
GLORIOUS NAVAL VICTORY. 

We certainly calculated on the pleasure of laying 
before our readers in the present number, the offcial 
account of the late unprecedented victory of the 
frigate United States, capt. Decatur, over the British 
frigate Macedonian, capt. Carden—gained on the 
25th of October, off fhe Western Islands. It has not 
yet come to hand,though from the article that follows 
itappears that the colors of the enemy have arrived 
at the sext of government—the prize is also in port. 
Our readers, therefore, as we ourselves are.compel- 
led to do, must content themselves, for the moment, 
with a knowledge of the following pleasing facts— 
the first account is copied from a New-York paper ; 
tlre second from the ational Intelligencer. 

New-York, December 7. 1812, 

America, for whom it was reserved to disarm the 





Reese arrived with provisions, and 14 horses when! 


| 


we were enabled to proceed to St. John’s with all’ 


eur sick and wounded, where a gun-boat by the di-| 
rection of colonel Smith was in waiting for us, Which | 
conveyed us to his camp, where we met with every | 
attention that humanity or benevolence coukd bestow. | 
I cannot refrain from here expressing the high sense 
I have of the care and anxiety which colonel Smith 
has manifested fee the detachment under my com-! 
mand, and his promptitude in affording every aid in| 
his power, when apprized of our situatson. My pen) 
can scarcely do justice to the merits of the brave} 
oficers and meh under my command, their fortitude 
under all their privations and distresses never for- 
saking them, Captain Hamilton, (who volunteered 
as a private, his company having left him at the ex- 
piration of their time,) lieutenant Fannin, ersign 
Humilton and adjutant Harden distinguished them- 
Selves ina particular manner, being always among 
the first to charge, and first in) pursuit; serjeants 


lightning of Heaven, to discover first the use of the 
quadrant, and then the perpetual motion, is now 
snatching the trident of Neptune from the mistress 
of the ocean, and giving signal proofs of her own 
m.val superiority. 

On the 25th of October, off the Western Islands, 


ithe frigate United States, com. Decatur, fell in with 
|the British frigate Macedonian,* capt. Carden, (rat- 


ed in $teel’s hist at 38 guns, mounting 49 and car- 
rving 306 men) and after a close engagement of se- 
ventecn minutes, succeeded in capturing her, and 
has arrived with the prize off New-London, on their 
Way to this port. 

The Macedonian had 106 men killed and wound- 
ed. She was totally dismasted, and nearly 100 shot 
holes in her hull. Jn five minutes afier ihis action, 
the United States (having received little injury, and 
having only five men killed and six wounded) was 
fully prepared for another. 

Shortly after the engagement commenced, sucha 
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Holt and Attaway likewise acted very bravely, and 
Fort’s compahy in genctal (being always near me,! 


ew * Built in 1810. (ees a, WE 
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torrent of fire proeceded from the American vessel, 
that the crew of the Macedonian, supposing she was 
on fire, gave three cheers: * 

Mir. Hamilton, one of the officers belonging to the 
frigate United States, was landed at New-London 
on Friday ‘night, and passed through this, city 
yesterday miorning for the scat of government with 


vale . 
a detail of this glorious achievement and the colors 
of the enemy. — 


} 


Wasutneton, Dec. 10. 
Letters have been reccived in this city from com- 
modore Decatur, dated off New-London, on the 4th 
instant, containing the information that on the 25th 
of October, in lit. 29 Ns long. 29 deg. 30 min. W. 
the frigate United States, under his command, fell 
in with, and, after an action of an hour and an half, 
captured the British frigate Macedonian, command- 
ed by captain John Carden, mounting forty-nine car- 
riage guns. “fhe captured vesscl is a frigate of the 
Yargest class, two years old, four months out of 
dock, and reputed one ofthe fastest sailers in the 
Sritish service. ‘The Macedonian being to windward, 
had the advantage ofenguging the United States at 
at her own distance, whicii was so great, that for 
the fast half hour, the United States did not use 
her carronadeés, and atno moment was the British 
frigate within the compiete effect of the musketry 
or gripe shot of the United States.» To this circum- 
stace, and a heavy swell which prevailed, is ascrib- 
ed the length of the action. The conduct of the offi 
cers, seanren and marines is suid to. have merited 
the Inghest commendation. The superiority of the 
American gumery was obvious. The Macedonian! 
lost: het mizet-mast, fore and*main-top-mast and 
and main-vard, and wes much cut inherhull. The 


loud cheers, and escorted to the festive hall, where 
awaited him the embraces of a fond father, mother, 
sisters! It was a scene easier felt than described. 
The room in which the company-had assembled had 
been previously decorated with the trophies of ‘naval 
victory—the colors of the Guerriere and the Alert, 
displayed on the walls, rotised the proud feelings of 
patriotism, and had revived in every mind the reco! 
lection of the bravery which'won them. The flag of 
the Macedonian alone was Wanting to complete the 
group. It was produced, anil borne into the hall by 
cap.s. Hull and’Stéewart and others of or, Brave sea- 


men, amid the loud aeclamiations of thé’ company, 
and greeted with national music from ‘the, band. 


—The «amusements of the evening, we nced starce- 
iy add, were suspended from ‘the time Mr. Hamil- 
ton’s arrival’ was first announced, until the fervor of 
the moment had im some degree subsided... -Mttual 
gratulations went round the room ; a general expres- 
sion of the tribute due to skill and valor, involunta- 
tily broke from the lips of all; and ‘the smile of 
beauty, the meed of valor, was liberally bestowed on 
the brave defcnders of their country’s rights.” Sub- 
sequentlv, at the supper table, a toust was given by 
one of the manarers—“Commodore Decatur und his 
officers and crew of the frigate United Stutes’,—and re- 
ceived with the greatest enthusiasm, and repeated 
plaudits. Such ascene, as this occasion exhibited, 
we have never before witnessed , and never, never, 
“so long as memory holds her seat,” shall we for- 
get it! 

The sloop captured on Ontario had $12,000 im 
specie on board. 

Four British gun -boats approached Og¢densburr on 
the 17th ult. and opened.a tremenduous fire of grapé 








damage sustamed by the United States was not such} 
us torender her return intoé port necessary, had it, 


not been considered unportunt that the prize should! 


be brought sate mio port. 

The kiled on our side were Jchn Musser Funk, 
lieutenant; Jolm Archibcid, carpenter; Thomas| 
Brown and Henry Shepherd, seamen; William 
Murray, boy; Michael O'Donnell and John Ro- 
beris, marines. 
amd are recovering. 


ishot, &c. upon a ceyntinel! 


The wounded were five in number, | 


The brave fellow mait- 
tained his post; and, being joined by four or five of 
his comrades, ridemen, returned the fire.” No harm 
was done, that we hear of. 

The British ship Poictiers, of 74 guns, has been 
off the capes of Virginia for several days, past, look- 
ing for com. Rodgers’ squadron! We pray that she 
may find it. : 

The frigate Constitution and s!sop of War Hornet, 
under Engtish colors, boarded ati American vessel in 





On board the Macedonian, there were thirty-six 
killed and sixty-eight wounded. Among the latter 
are the first and third lieutcnants, one master’s 
mate, and two midshipmen, 

Both vessels have arrived on owr coast. 

The news of the third brilliant naval victory was 
received in this city, throngh the medium of private 
letters, on the evening of ‘Tuesday Just, and having 


been annousced by an extra from the office of the | 


National Intelligencer, was hailed with the most 
lively cemunstrations of joy. The city was ceneral- 
ty and in some parts of it brilliantly, Mluminated, as 
soon as the day shut. in. 

It so happened that the very evening of its arrival 
kad been previously setected tor “a naval ball” in com- 
pliment to the officers and navy generally, and par- 


ucularly to captain Stewart, in acknowledgment of 


his politencss to our citizens on a recent occasion. — 
A large and very respectuble company assembled— 
the scene was graced by the presence of nearly 
alt the beauty and fashion of our city. . 
All was joy and gaiety, such as could scarcely ad- 
mit of atigmentation. And yet it was destined to 
be increased. About 9 o’clock a rumor was spread 
through the assembly, that lieutenant Hamilton, the 
son ot the secretary of the navy, had reeeched the 





house, the bearer of the colors of the Macedonian, 


and dispatches from com. Decatur. The gentlemen 


crowded down to meet him. He was recetved witli 


lat. 30, long. 50. They were searching for two Bri- 
‘tish frigates that were cruising off the Western Ist 
ands. 

Sioop Jane, Robinson, of Fairfield, ftom New-York 
‘for Boston (with gin, teas, jewelt'v, Kc.) was captur- 
led on the 18th ult. by the British privateer Liverpool 
'Packet, every man, except capt. BR. taken out, and 2 
iprize-master and three men put on board, ‘and or- 
‘dered for Liverpool, N. S—two days after, the mas- 
ter’s mate (who navigated the sloop) Was knocked 
over board by the mainsail ; when capt. R. succeed- 
ed in securing the arms and forcing the men to as- 
sist in navigating the vessel to Boston, where she ar- 
rived last Saturday. Capt. R. had not closed his éyes 
for seven days and nights previous to his arrival there 
and came in greatly exhausted. , 

Arrived at Boston, the brig Mary, a cartel from 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, with 76 American pri- 
soners, chiefly taken from fishing vessels—being at 
the time of her sailing all the Ameri¢ans at that 
place. : 

The brig South Carolina has arrived at Philadet- 
phia, as a prize to the Constitution frigate, for having 
a British liccnse. 

The editor of the Democratic Press concludes his 
‘account of the capture of the Macedonian by the 
following lines, the pompous motto of the Britis” 
Naval Hegister :— # 

“Tie winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
“And uot a Sail, bat by permission, spreads.” 
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Extract of a letter from an American gentleman in Ha- 
ufax to his friend in 
vember 9,1812. 

“since I have béen here (about fifteen days) up- 
wards of 20,000 barrels of ffour have been brought 
in by vessels under Swedish and Spanish colors— 
most of the shipments are from Boston. 

Tis whispered here that the Indians in this quar- 
ter will join the Americans against the British ; I have 
heard several naval oflicers state ( and it was sup- 
posed to have come from admiral Warren) that /e- 
tion, of St. Domingo, has petitioned the British govern- 
ment to band him in the Carolinas, or on any part of the 
American southern frontier, that he may form a junce- 
tion With the negroes in that quarter. 

The American privatecrs annoy this place to a de- 
gree astonishingly mjuricus ; wre a day passes 
but crews are coming in that have had their vessels 
taken and sunk—a great many of them are wounded 
—J] have set out twice for home in British vesscis, 
via Campo Belle, and have been twice chased in by 
the vigilant American privateers.” 

it has already been noticed that the vessel captur- 
ed on Lake Ontario, in which was capt. Brock, had 
on board, among other valuable articles, $12,000 in 
specie. ‘This appears have been the private proper- 
ty of the late m.jor-general Brock ; and the fact be- 
ing made known to our sailors, they unanimously 
agreed to relinquish it. Thus do our tars beat the 
ciiemy, as well in generosity as in gallantry. 

ft is now admitted we have the full command of On- 
tario. The Royal Ccorge, first battered by the squad- 
ron, und since that severely handled by one of our 
forts, is ptopably unfit for service and not worth re- 
pair. We expect particulars. 

The pussengers from Halifax, in the late cartels 
arrived at Boston, state, that admiral Warren is quite 
dutrageous beeanse his efforts to concil ate America 
into a surrender of her gallant seamen, and with 
them her independence, has failed. He is about to 
commence the war in “reality”—the ships of war 
have taken in large quantities of shells, grenades, 
carcasses and congreves and other stores,”—we sup- 
pose tlie “defective masts” have been removed to 
‘© Copenhagenize” all the United States. “Angels and 
ministers of grace defend us!” Perhaps sir John 
may attempt to visit New-York—if he does, he will 
find a warm reception. Five hundred red-hot shot 


may be discharged at him in less than five minutes. | 


It is insinuated, however, that he will proceed to the 
southward of the Delaware. 





an 


American Prizes. 


WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 234. 


269. Barque Fisher, from Rio Janerio, with a very 
valuable cargo and specie—sent into Portland by 
the Fox of Portsmouth. 

270. Brig James Bray, with rum and pimento, has 
arrived at Boston, a prize to the Bunker’s Hill. 

271. Brig Union, from Guernsey for St. Christo- 
pher’s,sent into New-York by the general Armstrong 
privateer. 

272. Brig Lady Harriot, with a cargo of wine, from 
Cadiz, has been sent into New-York by the onpgers 1 
counci !—a privateer of that place. Good! 

273, 274, 275, Three vessels, captured by the 
same, and ransomed. 

276. Brig Freedom, 700 hogsheads of salt, from 
Cadiz for St. John’s, sent into Marblehead by the 
Thorn privatecr. 

CF It has not been our good fortune, latterly, to 
record the capture of many prizes. This has not 
arisen from want of activity in our many privateers, 





Washington city, dated No-\of them hi: 





but from ‘he scarcity of the enemy’s vessels. Several 

aVe cruized from 8 to 10,000 miles with- 
out seeing an Englishman. Whether the British go- 
vernment is unable to furnish the needful convoys— 
whether the merchants are unable to sustain the 
great expense of them—whether at this season of the 
year the Atlantic is usually so free of their vessels— 
or whether the’ commercial mind of the engmy is 
panic struck by the hardy expleits of our tars and. 
and will not venture forth, time will determine. Our 
privateers have done all that the most sanguing €x- 








iy 
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Our little Navy. 


gallant naval achievment—a thiig without precedent 
or parallcl—an action szi gene7is, unique, incompa- 
rable—xi British frigate dismasted and compelled to 
|surrender in seventeen minutes, With 106 of her ercw, 
jonc third of her number, killed and wounded, by a 
vessc! but little her superior in foree—by anew ped- 
ple, unused to the horrid business of war ; by stran- 
gers to the thunder of cannon. 
We are lost in astonishment at the effect of Decu- 
tur’s fire—no wonder that the Britons thought he 
was enveloped in flames and rejoiced, giving three 
cheers. Weak mortals !—they had yet to learn the 


the power of the vengeance-charged guns of 1 
United States. 

Thus it was with Hull, with Porter, with Jones 
and with Chauncey, on the lake. Every shot had its 
private commission to revenge a private wrong— 
some lashing at the gang-way of a British vessel of 
War—some privation of food for refusiny to labor for 
“his majesty”=—some personal indignity which impe- 
rious Britons know so well to give to “ Yankee ras- 
cals.” 

The gallant Rodgers,unsuccessful, vexcs the deep, 
Like the bold bald eugte of his country, he darts 
jover the region of waters in search of his enemy ; 
| groanmg in spirit that the foe is not nigh. But the 
| tune will come when he shall reap a rich harvest of 
glory. 

Bainbridge, in the Constitetion, with the sloop 
Hornet, commanded by the excellent Lawrence, was 
near the middle of the Atlantic, hunting British fre 
gates, at the date of our last accounts-from him. 

Porter, in the little frigate Essex is,x—we know 
not where ; but doubtless desirous of paving his re- 
spects to sim James Yeo, of the Sout/aumpion ; whe, 
dubbed a knight by a king, wants to be drubbed into 
a gentleman by a Porter: and we venture to say that 
jit they meet the knight will get a lesson on good 
manners. 

The Constellation, captain Stewart, will soon be 
at sea, to claim her portion of the laurel; and the 
dams frigate, nearly fitted out at, Washington city, 
will bring to the recollection of our aged patriots 
the ardent zeal that distinguished her numesake in 
* the times that tried meii’s souls.” 

Ler THE NAVY BE AUGMENTED—AND IMPRESSMENT 
wiiL Chaser. Let it be done quickly, that the war 
may end with glorious safety, 








Proceedings of Congress. 

The house of representatives were chiefly occupi- 
ed on Thursday the 3d inst. and several succéeding 
sittings, on the report of ihe committee of ways and 
means relative so the bonds of the merchants for Bri- 
tish goods lately imported, in contravention of the 
non-importation law. The debate has been very ani- 
mated and interesting. co 





pected of them. ih ar Shh, | Pr 


With unutterable pleasure we record another most. ,, 


great uctivity of Decatur’s youthful crew, and feel 
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‘that they may hold in the present war, that rank, 


burg on Tucsday the Ist inst. 


journey to Harrisburgh. Gen. Tannehil) and Mr. 
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On Monday Jast, Mrv Posey of Louisiana took hisy In the legislature 6f Nirth Caratina @n amend: 


seat in the senate. | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


ment te the constitution of the Usited States las 
been proposed—the objeci of which is that the ciec- 


| Wednesday, Dec. 9.— Mr Basset offered to the house | tors of president and vice-president shall be chosen. 


the following resoittion : 
Whereas, It is represented that Great Britain has 
seized sundry persons fighting under the American 
flag, laying claims to them incompatible with justice 
‘und the rights of the United States as an indepen- 
dent nation : 
Resolved, That the President be requested to lay 
before this house the information he has received on 
 @hat subject, and the measures taken to redress an 
evil which violates the rights and interests and out- 
rages the feelings, of a free and independent people. 
A resolution was ultimately adopted without oppo- 
gition, in the following words : 
Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
‘house any information which may be in his posses- 
gion touching the conduct of British officers towards 
‘persons taken in American armed ships.” 
And a committee was appointed to wait on the 
‘President and lay the resolution before him. 





Pennsylvania Militia. 
As returned by the Adj’t. Gen. for the year 1812. 
RECAPITULATION. 


Infantry, ‘ ° 92,585 

Fight infantry, . f : 2,140 

Ritiemen, : m ; h : 2,68 

Javalry, ‘ . . /* Lys 

Artillery, ; ‘ ; , - 246 
Total, ‘ 99,414 

ARMS. 

Public muskets, . 10,284. 

Private cdo. : 1,561————11,845 

Public fusces, 1,829 

Private do. . 14,683 ————16,512 

Private rifles, ; ; 2,009 
Total, : : . 30,366 


It is expected that considerabte provision will be 
made during the present session, for the militia, 


which they gained in the revolution. 








‘THE CHRONICLE. 
William Hawkins, Esq. hus been re-elected go- 
vernor of North Carolin. 
The legislature of Pennsylvania met at Harris- 
Presley Carr Lane, 
was re-elected speaker of the senate, and John Todd 


by districts ‘in each and every states We wish it 
also extended to the election of members of congress, 
and that the districts, in each case, should be confin- 
ed to the election of one person only. ; 
William Eustis, ¥.sq. has tendcred, and. the presi- 
dent has accepted, his resignation ot: the office of 
secretary at war. Gen. Arinstrong is spoken of <s 
his successor. , 
The editor of the Register is privately assured by 
several gentlemen on whose judgment he places the 
highest reliance, that the PenreTUAL MOTION js actu- 
alty discovered, as heretofore noticed in this paper. 
We have not vet seen an account of the -machine 
that suited our idea as descriptive of the app.ratis, 
jbut soon expect one. One of the gentlemen above 
alluded to, a mechanic of the first class, says—“* Ty 
mc it is self-evident that the perpetual mation is dis- 
covercd—it is yet to be ascertained if it can be ap- 
plied to useful purposes.” The fact, however, is 
doubted by others. 
Valuable Infurmation.—The writer of this is inform- 
ed by general Twiggs, that there is in this state 
a large quantity of flint rock, of an excellent quality 
for gun ilints ; it lies about 35 miles below Augus- 
ta, neara place called Mobley’s pond, in Burke 
county, and not more than four or five miles from 
the river Savannah. The quarry contains beth the 
opaque or black, and the transparent or oil flint ; and 
the general often supplied hnnself from it during 
the American war. Augusta Chronicle. 
Massena has formed a junction with Marmont, 
and his force is sixty thousand men. The siege of 
Burgos has been raised by the allies. 
The Russian account of the great battle of Moskwa 
differs materially from the French. It states that 
they only lost twenty-five thousand, and that the 
French lost forty-five thousand men. But the fact 
|is that Bonaparte entered Joscow immediately af- 
ter it. 
The kingdom of Poland is re-established under the 
sanction and patronage of the emperor of the Frenel» 
The act of confederation shall appear anon. _ 
Letters from the British West India islands give a 
sad picture of the sufferings of the people. The 
negroes are fed on inferior sugar instead of corn, 
which is 450 cents, cash, per bushel. Flour has been 
sold as high as $50a barrel. 
Melancholy intelligence—The friends of the mis- 
sionary cause will read, with sincere and deep regret, 
the following intelligence which is copied from the 
London Commercial Chronicle, of the 17th of Sep- 
tember last : 
* A letter from Seramporo, dated March 12th, 


speaker of the house ot representatives. Fonr va-freceived Septeniber % gives an account of a fire, 


cancies occurred inthe c!ectoral college—to wit, in 
room of Cuarces Tuompson.* Adamson Tannehil’, 
Arthue Moore und Charles Shoemaker, whose places 
were supplied by a joint voie of the legislature [88 
to 21) by Waler Franklin, dlerander Dysart, Joseph 
Reed and Charles Shoemaker, jun. 

The legislature of Virginia met on Monday the 
30th ult. Rodert Taylor was re-elected speaker of the 
senate, and .Audrew Stephenson speaker of the house 
of delegatcs. Onthe same day, governor Barbour 
transinitted to them an excellent message, the great 
Jength of which torbids its insertion in the present 
nuuiber of the Rzeister. 


— 


*This venerable o'd man was too unwell for the 





tal -" 


which broke out in the printing office at the mission 
house on Wednesday evening, March 11, and des- 
troyed 2000 reams English paper (worth of these 
£5000 sierling) and fuunts of types in fourteen lan- 
guages, besides English, The loss cannot be less 
than £12,000, and all the literary labours of the mis- 
sionaries are interrupted at once.” 

The editor of a Liverpool paper, speaking of the 
President’s message of June, says, “It is undoubt- 
edly one of the ablest state papers which ever issu- 
ed from the Amcrican government, ‘and must be al- 
towed by every person who is capable of “exercising 
wny candor on the subject, to m:ke outa very strong 
case against this country. It leaves a most irré@si s“u- 
ble impression in favor of the American cause. On 
the received principles of public law and national 





‘Moore are with the army «t Buffaloe, 


justiwe, we have no chance of justification. 





